Farm Level bovine TB Reports – how they can help you
and your vet
Animal & Plant Health Agency
(APHA) is making more data
available to farmers in England and
Wales to help tackle bovine TB

Standardised bTB reports for
individual farms are produced
by APHA using TB breakdown
and cattle movement data

The reports are made available to farmers
with new TB breakdowns in the Edge and
High Risk Areas of England and in Wales,
to help them understand the TB risks to
their herd and take action to reduce these
risks. Reports are posted out a few weeks
after the start of a TB breakdown. It is
strongly recommended that farmers
share these reports with their private vet
The reports help affected farmers and their
private vets understand:
• The level of TB risk to the herd
• The impact of previous TB breakdowns
on the herd (if applicable)
• The pattern of cattle movements and its
potential effect on the herd’s TB risk
• The reasons for the pattern of TB
breakdowns in the herd (if applicable)

The first part of the report describes the herd type & size, and any TB breakdowns
that have occurred on the holding over the last 10 years, along with the causative
strain of the TB bacterium (Mycobacterium bovis) identified in the laboratory if the
culture results were positive.

Genotype or whole
genome sequence (WGS)
clade of M. bovis identified
on the holding in the past

County Parish Holding
(CPH), herd type & size

The genotype or WGS clade of M. bovis (if found) can help identify the most likely
source of the TB breakdown. By identifying the source of infection, measures can
be put in place to reduce the risk of introduction of TB. Visit the TB hub to find out
more about the Five-Point Plan and how you can help protect your herd against TB.
Infection from purchased cattle
Take time to investigate the TB history
of the herd and area that you are
buying from. Before buying cattle
check https://www.ibtb.co.uk/ an
online interactive mapping tool
showing the location of TB breakdown
herds in England and Wales over the
last 10 years. Ask the seller about the
TB history of the herd and the last
herd TB test. Isolate incoming cattle
from the rest of the herd and consider
post-movement testing if it’s not a
statutory requirement

Infection from infected badgers
Make sure that your on-farm biosecurity is up to
scratch. Visit https://www.tbhub.co.uk/ for practical
advice on reducing direct and indirect contact between
cattle and badgers. Contact the TB Advisory Service
for bespoke advice on TB biosecurity

Infection from neighbouring cattle
Make sure that your boundaries at pasture are secure
and sufficient to prevent any nose-to-nose contact with
neighbouring cattle. Avoid common grazing of cattle

• Duration in days
• Start and end date
• Number of animals skin tested
during the breakdown
• Number of animals interferongamma blood tested (if
applicable) during the
breakdown
• Test type that revealed the
breakdown (disclosing test)
• Total number of skin test
reactors found during the
breakdown
• Total number of animals
removed (i.e. reactors plus any
inconclusive reactors, direct
contacts and slaughterhouse
cases)
• Genotype or WGS clade of M.
bovis isolated

Information about TB breakdowns that have occurred
on the holding over the last 10 years

Further details are provided for each animal taken for TB control purposes:
•
•
•
•

Slaughter date
Ear tag number
Age
Reason for slaughter i.e. skin test reactor, slaughterhouse case, inconclusive reactor or direct
contact

Information about all of the TB skin tests that have been carried out on the holding over the past
five years:
•
•
•
•
•

Test date
Test type
Number of cattle tested
Result (clear/not clear)
Numbers of inconclusive reactors and reactors

The second part of the report contains information from the Cattle Tracing System
(CTS) about the movements of cattle on to the holding in the past five years

This information will help assess the
likelihood of introducing TB into the herd
by buying in undetected infected cattle

Before purchasing cattle, check ibTB to
investigate the TB history of the herd and
area that you are buying from

The table shows how many cattle coming
into the herd originated from each county
listed, and the routine testing frequency of
herds in that county

The table shows the number of
movements of cattle onto the
holding coming from holdings that
had a TB breakdown in the three
years before the movement

This information can be used to
assess the risk of introducing TB
into the herd by buying in cattle.
Buying from a herd that has had a
TB breakdown in the past three
years increases this risk. Checking
ibTB will provide information about
the TB status of the herd and the
area you are buying cattle from

The table shows the age range of cattle brought onto the holding:
• Less than 42 days
• 42 days to 15 months
• 15-30 months
• 30-16 months
• Over 60 months

This information can be helpful to
identify the type of cattle bought into
the herd and the associated risk

On the final page of the report is a map of the holding based on the information
that the Rural Payments Agency (RPA) and Rural Payments Wales (RPW) hold,
showing the recent genotypes or WGS clades of M. bovis isolated from TB
breakdowns around the holding.
This information can help
assess the risk of introduction
of TB into the herd from
neighbouring herds and gives
an idea of the level of infection
in cattle herds in the local area

Farmers receiving a report should share it with their
private vet and use the information to improve their
herd’s resilience to TB by exploring practical solutions
to reduce the risk of suffering TB breakdowns

